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LAMAR UNIVERSITY  

MANUAL OF ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  
 
SECTION: Academic Affairs      MAPP 02.06.06   courses must display adequate academic rigor per Standard 9.6 of 

the Accrediting Standards of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on 
Colleges (SACSCOC): 

 
Standard 9.6. Post-baccalaureate professional degree programs and graduate 
degree programs are progressively more advanced in academic content than 
undergraduate programs and are structured (a) to include knowledge of the 
literature of the discipline, and (b) to ensure engagement in research and/or 
appropriate professional practice and training. 

 

II. PURPOSE AND SCOPE 
  

A. The practice of simultaneously teaching students of varying levels (undergraduate, graduate, and 
doctoral) in the same classroom setting has raised concerns from SACSCOC regarding how rigor is 
maintained and documented for all levels. This policy has been developed to provide LU with a 
method for assessing whether its stacked courses maintain academic rigor suited to each level of 
a course.  
 

B. This policy falls under the authority of the Accrediting Standards of the SACSCOC. In addition, this 
policy falls under the authority of all applicable federal, state, and Texas State University System 
(TSUS) statutes, rules, and regulations, including, but not limited to, the TSUS Rules & Regulations; 
Texas Education Code, Title 3, Higher Education; and Texas Administrative Code, Title 19, 
Education. 
  

III. DEFINITIONS  
  

A. Stacked Courses. Courses in which multiple
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